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CHEVRON LOCAL PARTICIPATION WORKSHOP 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.06 pm]: On 27 March 2014, I attended a 
supplier workshop in Karratha, organised by the Department of Commerce in conjunction with Chevron 
Australia. The workshop, which I opened, featured presentations by Chevron and lead contractor Bechtel 
Corporation on its business model and future supply opportunities to the Gorgon and Wheatstone liquefied 
natural gas projects. I was very encouraged to see about 130 representatives from businesses located in Perth and 
the Pilbara attend. This is the second such workshop organised by the Department of Commerce. The first was 
held in October 2013 in Henderson, and featured presentations by Rio Tinto on its iron ore operations. These 
workshops are an initiative under the Western Australian government’s local industry participation framework 
and are designed to provide participants with an overview of what is expected and required of Western 
Australian businesses with aspirations of supplying to a world-class, multinational resource developer. The 
workshop also featured information on government programs that can assist companies to pre-qualify for tender 
or to increase their capacity and competitiveness as lower-tier suppliers to Chevron projects. 

On behalf of the Minister for Commerce, I was very pleased to announce that the state government has entered 
into an agreement with Chevron to develop a second co-funded round of the industry facilitation and support 
program. This second co-funded round builds on a very successful pilot program in 2013, which focused on the 
town of Onslow, located 12 kilometres from the Wheatstone project. The IFSP provides dollar-for-dollar 
funding, which assists suppliers to the resources and government sectors to undertake a range of business 
improvement activities. Since its launch in October 2011, the program has assisted more than 150 Western 
Australian businesses. So far, 89 of the IFSP funding recipients that have completed their projects have reported 
more than $155 million in contracts won and the creation of 275 new employment positions, including 22 
apprenticeship opportunities. These figures will continue to grow as more funding recipients complete their 
projects and report outcomes. I commend Chevron for its continued cooperation with the state government, 
particularly with initiatives such as the Karratha workshop and the IFSP, which are delivering positive outcomes 
for local businesses, including those in the regions. 
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